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Short Text!




Construct a Clear Statement

Exercise

1. Practice constructing a clear statements in which you:
(1) define your topic,
(2) state what is currently unknown about your topic, and
(3) the benefit of this knowledge.
2. Share your research statement with someone from outside

of your discipline. Is the benefit of this knowledge
compelling to your partner?

3. Use this statement to constructa-tist of keywords for your
proposal.

21



What is “short text”?

“Short text” requires you to succinctly summarize every

aspect of your proposal in a single paragraph / page.
« Abstract

« Project Summary

« Specific Aims / Goals / Objectives

~—Introduction

28



Why focus on “short text”?

« “lused to just plod through each proposal, focusing on all the
details,” said one reviewer. “Now | get to the gestalt, the big picture
coherence first. If | like it, then I’'ll go on to the details. If | don’t, I'm
done reading.”

« Also, remember you’re writing a document that most panelists are
not going to read—they’re going to look at parts of it, but they won’t
read it from start to finish—so you better put some eye catching
things in there to hold their attention

*Porter, R. (2005). What do grant reviewers really-want, anyway? Journal
of Research Administration, 36(2), 5-13
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General Advice for “Short Text”

Make your short text clear and accessible

Focus on the strongest contribution you hope to make

and structure your text around that

Look for inspiration outside of academic articles

30



Short Text

Short text has the following purposes:

To provide generalized information about / establish the

common ground of your research topic
« To establish the importance of your topic
« To synthesize previous research

« To “carve out a space” or “indicate the gap” in current

research

« To indicate how your work addresses the “space” or “gap”
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Characteristics of

Effective Short Text:

Common Ground: Outlining and / or synthesizing the

research area

Destabilizing Condition: Identifying potential gaps in the

research or the “problem” that still exists in the research
area

Costs/Benefits: What could happen if the problem is /
isn"t-addressed

Main Point: How your research will address the gap (and

perhaps a-preview of what you anticipate finding)
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Introduction: 1 Page

Paragraph 1: Significance
— What is your overall research objective?
— Who is impacted by the problem?

— What is currently not known about the problem?

Paragraph 2: Innovation
— What is unique about your approach?

— How does your approach-represent.progress in the field?

b



Introduction: 1 Page

Paragraph 3: Approach
— Break your objective down into small, measurable goals?

— Define each goal and state how it contributes to your

objective.

Paragraph 4: Cost / Benefit
— What is the cost of NOT doing this research?

— What is the benefit of-doing-this.research?
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